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Kim Lim: Sculpting Light
13 Ja n – 3 Mar 201 8
Opening: Friday, 12 January, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Guests-of-Honour: Mr Baey Yam Keng Parliamentary Secretary
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth

Breeze, 1985, Marble, 13 x 45 x 35 cm (without base)

C, 1995, Screenprint, Est: 40 x 40 cm

“Sometimes in the physical world there are things which you
don’t see but feel… Like your pulse beat, your heartbeat, and
music.” – Kim Lim
STPI kicks off 2018 with British-Singaporean sculptor and printmaker Kim Lim. This
marks the first major solo exhibition of the late artist’s exquisite works on paper
and sculptures here in Singapore. They span over three decades and reveal her
stimulating and bold approach towards both mediums, exploiting light and rhythm
to extraordinary effect, which distinguished her as a true pioneer.

Turning away from convention, Lim viewed paper as a sculptural material, much like
stone and wood. She embraced the shaping process of lines eating into the surface
in techniques such as intaglio and relief print. Ripples, infinite stalks of grass, tide
lines, undulating currents… Like her arduously hand-carved sculptures, the finely
calculated lines in her print works are endlessly evocative, hinting at the sensuous
patterns found in nature.
Widely admired by fellow artists and critics alike, Lim drew inspiration from her
extensive travels in Asia, from sources as diverse as Khmer temples and Japanese
gardens, to early Chinese art. The compelling simplicity and symmetry of her œuvres
capture the paradox of stillness and continuous motion. As a seamless body of work,
they transcend the disciplines of sculpture and paper to invoke a moving experience
– one of luminosity, pulse, and weightlessness.
Sophisticated, methodical, and ultimately unforgettable, the timeless aesthetic of
Lim’s works sets her apart from her contemporaries. She was a pivotal figure who
forged new narratives for Singapore contemporary art in the international art arena.
This show, in collaboration with the Estate of Kim Lim, provides a rare platform to
acquire her emblematic works, which have been collected by institutions such as
Tate Britain, London; and National Gallery, Singapore.
“Kim Lim is working at the point of a confluence of Eastern and Western modes of
thought and practice that is of the profoundest importance for the art of our time.
She deserves recognition as one of our finest sculptors.” – Art Monthly, 1986

Fo r f u r t h e r info rm ati o n , p l e a s e co nta ct :
Wei Lin Ng, STPI Press & Media Relations Executive
weilinng@stpi.com.sg | +65 6336 3663

Gobi 2, 1982, Portland stone, 40.6 x 40.6 x 5 cm

KL Wind & Water Series, 1980, Lithograph

Ladder Series III, 1972

Stem, 1982, Portland stone, 21 x 2 x 1.25 cm

All photos: Image courtesy of the Estate of Kim Lim

About the Artist

Kim Lim (1936 – 1997), moved to London from Singapore in 1954, at age 18. There,
she began her formal art studies at Central Saint Martin’s School of Art, focusing on
wood carving. Later in 1956, she transferred to the Slade School of Fine Art, where she
specialized in print making. Since then, she had exhibited widely across international
platforms, including biennales, where her works were recognized and lauded for
their attention to curve, line and surface finish. Throughout her career, Lim worked
independently without any studio assistance. She and her husband, the famed British
sculptor and painter William Turnbull, travelled extensively to China, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Egypt, Malaysia, and Turkey, where the natural landscapes inspired many of
her sketches.
Her earliest prints feature modulating blocks and lines - a theme which made its way
into her wood sculptures. From the 1980s onwards, Lim’s prints and sculptures explored
more natural forms, inspired by her passion for the ancient Greek, Chinese, and South
Asian civilisations. Prior to her premature passing in 1997, the artist worked primarily in
stone while also continuing to make prints. Her sculptures are known for their remarkable
qualities of lightness and softness, despite their rugged raw material.
Over the course of her career, Lim had solo exhibitions at the Tate; the National Museum
of Art, Singapore; Modern Art Oxford; the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Wakefield and
Camden Arts Centre. Her work has been included in group shows around the world and
is part of public collections including: National Museum of Art, Singapore; Museum of
Modern Art, Nagaoka, Japan; Fukuyama City Museum, Hiroshima, Japan; Middelheim
Open Air Museum, Antwerp; Tate; Arts Council Collection; Contemporary Art Society;
Government Art Collection and The Hepworth Wakefield.

About STPI
STPI is a dynamic creative workshop and contemporary art gallery based in Singapore. Established in 2002, STPI is committed
to promoting artistic experimentation in the mediums of print and paper and has become one of the most cutting-edge
destinations for contemporary art in Asia. STPI sits alongside National Gallery Singapore and the Singapore Art Museum as part
of the national Visual Arts Cluster of leading institutions in the region.
STPI Creative Workshop is a rigorous incubator for pushing the boundaries of various print and papermaking techniques.
Bolstered by specialised facilities and a highly qualified workshop team, STPI Creative Workshop produces unique collaborations
with leading international artists to challenge conventions in art, explore new trajectories in their practice and share their
experience with the public.
STPI Gallery is an active platform that fosters the exchange of ideas in contemporary art with its diverse exhibitions and
public programme. The gallery hosts specially curated exhibitions of works produced in the STPI Creative Workshop and
regularly participates in international fairs. This enables it to nurture and sustain local and international interest in both its
artist collborations and in the mediums of print and paper. The gallery’s public programme aims to engage and broaden
visitor understanding of contemporary art, while collaborations with a variety of international curators, collectors and gallerists
provide a holistic experience for audiences on a global level.

Public Programme at STPI

Upcoming Exhibitions

In Talks With Alex Turnbull

Dinh Q. Lê

Saturday, 13 January

17 March – 5 May

3.00pm – 4.00pm
Annual Special Exhibition: The Cubists
Editors’ Brunch

26 May – 1 September

Wednesday, 24 January
10.00am – 12.00pm

Jason Martin
15 September – 27 October

VIP Breakfast + Panel “Women In The Arts”
Friday, 26 January

Annual Group Show: Multiple Choice

10.00am – 12.00pm

10 November – 23 December

Singapore Art Week Panel “Art & Leadership”
with Pauline Yao (M+), Reuben Keehan (Qagoma),
Chong Siak Ching (National Gallery), Rita Gonzalez
(Lacma). Moderated By Robin Peckham (Leap)
Saturday, 27 January
3.00pm – 4.30pm
Film Screening
Wednesday, 31 January
7.00pm – 8.00pm
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