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Paper Wrapped (Dishwashing Soaps), 2016, Kim Beom. Produced at STPI – Creative Workshop & Gallery © Kim Beom/STPI

“I see people; they look like trees walking around.” (Mark 8:24)
STPI is proud to present * +)ƫ %"!Čƫ the first-ever solo exhibition in Singapore by
widely respected Korean multiġ %/%,(%*.5 artist %)ƫ !+)ċ  highly sought-after
name within the international art communityČƫ %)ƫ %/ fast becoming one of the most
important figures of his generationƫ* ƫ +.!*ƫ.0.
In a strikingly rare and singular occasion, Kim steps out of his usual solitary
working process to .!0!ƫ * +)ƫ %"!ƫ %*ƫ collaborat%+* with the STPI teamƫ +"ƫ ,.%*0!./ƫ
* ƫ ,,!.)'!./ċ $!ƫ !4$%%0%+*ƫ confron0/ viewers with a world of visual riddles and
illusions .!0! ƫ%*ƫ0$!ƫ.0%/0ŏ/ƫ$.0!.%/0%((5ƫ+)%ƫ* ƫ/12!./%2!ƫ/05(!ċƫ
+.ƫ %)Čƫ,(5"1(ƫ%)#!.5ƫ%/ƫƫ0++(ƫ3%0$ƫ3$%$ƫ$!ƫ+),!(/ƫ0$!ƫ1 %!*!ƫ35ƫ".+)ƫ0'%*#ƫ
0$%*#/ƫ 0ƫ "!ƫ 2(1!Čƫ * ƫ %*/0! Čƫ 0+ƫ !%*#ƫ )+.!ƫ 00!*0%2!ƫ * ƫ .%0%(ƫ %*ƫ +/!.2%*#ƫ 0$!ƫ
3+.( ƫ.+1* ƫ0$!)ċ

The *!3 series of ,!.ƫ .,,!
sculptures %/ left deliberately ambiguous;
everyday products are camouflaged under paper pulp, leaving only their silhouettes
as clues for interpretation. Denied of key visual cues, +. %*.5ƫ * ƫ .!+#*%6(!ƫ %0!)/ƫ
/1$ƫ /ƫ chocolate bars, cup noodles and stain removers morph into mysterious,
abstract sculptures.
series of lithographs, where ƫ
This same concept also underlies the *0%0(!
+),+/%0%+*ƫ +"ƫ #!+)!0.%ƫ /%($+1!00!/ƫ * ƫ )%..+.ƫ 3.%0%*#ƫ ,(1*#!/ƫ )+*+$.+)0%ƫ
/0.0ƫ "+.)/ƫ %*0+ƫ /1. ƫ +*0!40/, ranging from 0$! ".+*0ƫ 0+!ƫ +"ƫ ƫ (%+*ƫ /0* %*#ƫ +*ƫ
ƫ)%*%01.!ƫ4!ƫ0$0ƫ3/ƫ(+/0ƫ5ƫƫ0+1.%/0ƫ".+)ƫ3%%, to ƫ1 ƫ3$+ƫ.!!%2!/ƫƫ,'#!ƫ
* ƫ 0.%!/ƫ 0+ƫ .! ƫ 0$!ƫ *)!ƫ +"ƫ 0$!ƫ /!* !.. The same witty absurdity carries on to the
cyanotype and Vandyke prints, where he presents the architectur! blueprint of a*ƫ
%)#%*.5 residential watchtower complex, whose sole purpose is for security guards
to watch over one another.
“There is an interesting contrast between the humourous tone and theme of the show,
and (Kim Beom’s) serious, methodical approach towards the creation of the works,” STPI
Chief Printer Eitaro Ogawa points out, “His technical choices are precise to the millimetre.
This highly detail-oriented manner of working means that the Creative Workshop team
had to make many adjustments to meet his very specific vision.”
Beguiling and considered, * +)ƫ %"! forms one of STPI’s 15th year highlights,
ushering visitors into an unknown world rigged with false familiarity, where “what you
see is not what you see”.

Left to right: Random Life (in Color)Ď Rats and Bats Wallpaper Positive .#! (from ‘Interior Items for Tyrants’)
(detail)ƫ All works: 2016, Kim Beom. Produced at STPI – Creative Workshop & Gallery, Singapore © Kim Beom/STPI

From top to bottom, left to right: Untitled (A Bud Who Got a Package and Trying to Read the Name of Sender)Ď
Paper Wrapped (Odds and Ends #3)Ď Paper Wrapped (Coffees)Ď Schematic Draft of Disconnected Under River Tunnel (Perspective and Cyanotype)ċƫ
All works: 2016, Kim Beom. Produced at STPI – Creative Workshop & Gallery © Kim Beom/STPI
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

KIM BEOM
Kim Beom (b. 1963, Seoul) currently lives and works in Seoul, where he received his
BFA and MFA from Seoul National University in 1986 and 1988, respectively. In 1991, Kim
received a second MFA from the School of Visual Arts, New York, where he continued to
live and work throughout the 1990s. Through an expansive practice that spans drawing,
sculpture, video, and artist books, Kim contemplates a world in which perception is
radically questioned. His visual language is characterised by deadpan humour and absurdist
propositions that playfully and subversively invert expectations. Notable solo exhibitions
include the Contemporary Art Gallery, Vancouver; the Hayward Gallery, London; REDCAT
Gallery, LA; the Cleveland Museum of Art; the Artsonje Center, Seoul; Sun Gallery, Seoul;
and Trans Hudson Gallery, New York. Group exhibitions include: Orange County Museum
of Art, Newport Beach; UB Art Galleries, University of Buffalo, Buffalo; Nam June Paik
Art Center, Korea ; MSGSU Tophabe-I Amire Culture and Arts Center, Istanbul; PLATEAU,
Samsung Museum of Art, Seoul; Seoul Museum of Art; Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces,
Melbourne; Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney; Artspace, Auckland; MACBA, Barcelona;
Stedelijk Museum Bureau, Amsterdam; and Arnolfini, Bristol.
In addition to being featured prominently in recent surveys of contemporary art from Korea
at such venues as the Museo Tamayo Arte Contemporaneo in Mexico City, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, his work has been
included in notable international biennales as the Sharjah Biennale (2015), Media City
Seoul (2010), Venice Biennale (2005), Istanbul Biennial (2003), Taipei Biennial (1998) and
Gwangju Biennale (1997, 2012). Collections include the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the
Cleveland Museum of Art; the Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; the Museum für
Kommunikation, Bern; the Seoul Museum of Art; the Ho-Am Art Museum, Seoul; Artsonje
Center, Seoul; the Horim Museum, Seoul; and the National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Gwachun.

ABOUT STPI
STPI is a dynamic creative workshop and contemporary art gallery based in Singapore. Established
in 2002, STPI is committed to promoting artistic experimentation in the mediums of print and paper
and has become one of the most cutting-edge destinations for contemporary art in Asia. STPI sits
alongside National Gallery Singapore and the Singapore Art Museum as part of the national Visual
Arts Cluster of leading institutions in the region.
STPI Creative Workshop is a rigorous incubator for pushing the boundaries of various print and
papermaking techniques. Bolstered by specialised facilities and a highly qualified workshop team,
STPI Creative Workshop produces unique collaborations with leading international artists to
challenge conventions in art, explore new trajectories in their practice and share their experience
with the public.
STPI Gallery is an active platform that fosters the exchange of ideas in contemporary art with its
diverse exhibitions and public programme. The gallery hosts specially curated exhibitions of works
produced in the STPI Creative Workshop and regularly participates in international fairs. This enables
it to nurture and sustain local and international interest in both its artist collborations and in the
mediums of print and paper. The gallery’s public programme aims to engage and broaden visitor
understanding of contemporary art, while collaborations with a variety of international curators,
collectors and gallerists provide a holistic experience for audiences on a global level.
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2017 is going to be STPI’s most significant year yet, as it rolls out an ambitious programme of
exhibitions, artist collaborations and events under the theme of FIFTEEN YEARS AND MORE TO
COME to reflect its ceaseless pursuit for bold innovation.
In 2017, STPI will host some of the most exciting names in contemporary art, including Alfredo &
Isabel Aquilizan (Philippines), Dinh Q. Lê (Vietnam), Jason Martin (UK), Philippe Parreno (France), Do
Ho Suh (South Korea), Pae White (USA), and a first-time participation from Zai Kuning (Singapore),
who is representing Singapore at the Venice Biennale 2017.
This year will also see STPI expand on its regular public programme, providing an even more diverse and
comprehensive learning experience for the local community and visitors to the city. The programme
includes the ‘In Talks With’ series, a year-long series of symposiums that aims to engage the public
with the most influential figures in art, and peaks with ‘STPI Festival’ week in August 2017 as well
as STPI Anniversary Dinner and Benefit Auction in September 2017. Details on this and other new
educational initiatives are to be announced.
#STPIFIFTEENYEARS
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PUBLIC PROGRAMME AT STPI
ARTIST PANEL DISCUSSION WITH KIM BEOM, AZUSA HASHIMOTO & EITARO OGAWA
Sat, 6 May
3.00PM – 4.00PM
FILM SCREENING
Wed, 17 May
7.00PM – 9.00PM

FAMILY DAY – PAPER PULP SCULPTURES
Sat, 27 May
2.00PM – 5.00PM

P

‘IN TALKS WITH’
Sat, 3 Jun
3.00PM – 4.00PM
FILM SCREENING
Wed, 7 Jun
3.00PM – 4.00PM
BOOK READING & IMPROV THEATRE
SAT, 10 JUN
3.00PM – 4.00PM

FLEA MARKET (WITH TOTE BAG SCREENPRINT STATION)ƫ
Sat, 1Ĉ Jun
12.00PM – 5.00PM

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS
STPI ANNUAL SUMMER EXHIBITION – DAVID HOCKNEY
1 Jul – 2 Sep
ALFREDO & ISABEL AQUILIZAN - FRAGMENTS
16 Sep – 28 Oct
STPI YEAR END SHOW – MULTIPLE CHOICE
11 Nov – 23 Dec
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