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A mass ping-pong match on a giant doughnut-shaped table
and the chance to become a citizen of an imaginary
country were among the more offbeat interactive works on
display as Hong Kong's Art Basel fair opened on
Wednesday.

HONG KONG: A mass ping-pong match on a giant doughnut-
shaped table and the chance to become a citizen of an imaginary
country were among the more offbeat interactive works on display
as Hong Kong's Art Basel fair opened on Wednesday.

The "Ping Pong Go-round" was a literal hit with dozens of guests
attending a VIP preview before the event -- which showcases the
rapid growth of the Asian art scene -- opens to the public on
Thursday.

The artist, Lee Wen from Singapore, challenged all-comers at his
unorthodox table.

"It's like a conference table with no borders," Lee said. "Looking at
the world now with globalism as well as between men and women,
the game is quite fair."
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People are seen at the booth displaying the work by Chinese artist Sun Xun
which offers buyers the opportunity to spend up to US$13,000 on "citizenship"
to his imaginary country, the Republic of Jing Bang, at Art Basel in Hong Kong
on May 14, 2014. (AFP/Philippe Lopez)
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A work by Chinese artist Sun Xun offered buyers the opportunity to
spend up to US$13,000 on "citizenship" of his imaginary country,
the Republic of Jing Bang -- entitling them to one of an unknown
number of aluminium suitcases complete with a passport, ID card
and a national flag.

"It's an ideology. He's just creating a utopian country, so in this
country you can tell lies, nobody knows what is truth and what is
false," said Edmund Chan of the Singapore Tyler Print Institute
gallery.

With its knack for attracting a global mix of wealthy buyers, artists,
gallery owners, VIPs and celebrities, the five-day show is the
catalyst for a champagne-soaked itinerary of art fairs, exhibitions
and happenings around the city as its gallery scene goes into
overdrive.

The fair involves more than 240 galleries from 39 countries and
territories showcasing paintings, sculptures, drawings,
photographs and videos.

Internationally renowned artists including Japan's Takashi
Murakami and Britain's Damien Hirst and Tracey Emin had a
strong showing at the fair.

"Nowhere else on Earth will you find such a rich mix of high-quality
work from the leading galleries and artists from both East and
West," Art Basel director Marc Spiegler told reporters.

The show also curates selections from the Asia-Pacific region and
works by emerging international stars.

German artist Carsten Nicolai was commissioned by Art Basel to
turn the 118-storey International Commerce Centre on the
Kowloon peninsula into a glowing installation called "(alpha)
Pulse", one of many events scheduled around the fair's opening.

The event also highlights the city's own artists, directing its VIPS to
more than 150 art events around the city.

"It's vital for the Hong Kong local art scene," said Bonhams Asia
chairman Colin Sheaf, adding that the city's thirst for contemporary
art is growing.

Gagosian, White Cube, Acquavella, Lehmann Maupin and Pearl
Lam are just some of the big-name galleries to have arrived in the
city in the past three years, despite its crushing property prices.

Art Basel last year replaced Art HK, Hong Kong's former art fair
that was set up in 2008 before being taken over by the high-profile
Swiss Art Basel franchise.

- AFP/al

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CV-IkhEB7U9ezD8OuuASd7YLIBsjI6aoEiMmu42uoop_b0AEQASDV75seULC66Zz6_____wFgvwWgAbnJ5-cDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoE1QFP0IDvT62B-TW8fCXMYpbYmJBpAo_Tr-XaQ5u3ssYUP1rW9n63r_YUMYK25Ar107dn_cAjXjXNoUV525OeQMVtD6088b1eZxkOle61pv_rPTD-4-mx26WsxIi34BEiqZljMUw-jNatfCOS-xOEdLOfYcGxKJG-VhfjQpQzlbECkjrn6UAgNNU_p2ajtoaij2HOKd7HAqE9ASgtWh8o-_ituhwWdeeqVY1ObE_MWz598Il8lTenyuP6p31dfuuJ5b6vyVTSQB8Pb3Fsqfoa9nuEoxnXRg_gBAGIBgGgBgKAB-761ws&num=1&cid=5Gi-NT9jm6jDRtHnt8P1u37i&sig=AOD64_26ey38mGZiBTm5VMRmiKcLuzeJ_g&client=ca-pub-9286851348904583&adurl=https://www.airbnb.com/s/Singapore%3Faf%3D414650%26c%3Dp2sim_d_eng_sgp_singapore_p2_asia%26alsm%3D1


20/5/14 7:47 PMGlobal art world arrives in Hong Kong for Art Basel - Channel NewsAsia

Page 3 of 3http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle/global-art-world-arrives/1105894.html

PREVIOUS STORY
Today's insects to be

tomorrow's grub: food
experts

NEXT STORY
World's oldest sperm
found in Australia

HOME LIFESTYLE

YOU
MAY
ALSO
LIKE

Recommended by

SOCIAL
NEWS MH370

conspiracy
theories re-
emerge as search
sputters

About Ah Boy -
rescue group calls
for more teeth to
animal welfare
laws

POPULAR ON OUR WEBSITE

Thailand's army
declares martial
law

One Direction to
play in Singapore
next year

POPULAR ON TWITTER

Thailand's army
declares martial
law

Singapore blogger
issued letter of
demand by PM
Lee's lawyers

POPULAR ON FACEBOOK

JUMP TO Select Section

Tweet Photos, Videos and Update on this
Story to  #cna  

London tops
super-rich city
list
(Lifestyle)

Polar scientists
drill 2,000-
year-old ice
core
(Lifestyle)

Football:
Marseille
keeper
Mandanda
suffers cracked
vertebra
(Sport)

New Japanese
reinforced
concrete can
last a
millennium
(Nikkei Asian
Review)

How to get
people to
agree with you
(The Naked CEO)

10 reasons
why CITROËN
Grand C4
Picasso is a
Perfect Family
Car
(Marcellus Blog)

From the Web From the Web From the Web

Go to: NEWS TV WATCH LIVE

© 2014 MediaCorp Pte Ltd.
All Rights Reserved.

Terms and Conditions

Privacy Policy

About MediaCorp Pte Ltd

Asia Pacific

Singapore

World

Business

Sport

Entertainment

Technology

Health

Lifestyle

Videos

Photos

Special Reports

Archives

NEWS

Live TV

TV Videos

TV Schedule

Weather

Online Advertising

Mobile Advertising

TV Advertising

Contact Sales

TV

SERVICES

ADVERTISE WITH US

About Channel NewsAsia

Our Logo

Our Coverage

Our Tagline

Contact Us

ABOUT US

GET OUR NEWS

SEARCH

Back to Top

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle/today-s-insects-to-be/1106570.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle/world-s-oldest-sperm/1105008.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle/global-art-world-arrives/1105894.html#
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/mh370-conspiracy-theories/1113278.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/about-ah-boy-rescue-group/1112518.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/thailand-s-army-declares/1112962.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/entertainment/one-direction-to-play-in/1111852.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/thailand-s-army-declares/1112962.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-blogger-issued/1112102.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgkfOhEB7U4qtD4bSuATQ_YH4BOD63dwG6LGagpEBwI23ARABINXvmx5Quvz5h_j_____AWC_BaAByJbyyAPIAQKpAsKwB6oKyKo-4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEzwFP0NFLyU9n5BaPbkUzHxP1tKEm0PfuWz1FmeYHXqXpPo2xTkNIfqourQsxzQ6LF3T3VsZ0OLSHZTL9R6Xl8_lJxRPuyrkPnS_CMCBKbMxSXsj_XXk4ZGa6210ZW3_2-j64j9-tYbod3xx4C-wCcPb5tLdSjTBeldGTWZP3zCnVdrDUdXjczJGBbc4takZ8KNiLg_cHiO82MrPBPWz2mJ_bE2IK4LL_O1fhpQSpKJhe9V988kRz5mG9HYMwLz5UOKYWK5c0AAVD7ySKJsETjrPgBAGIBgGgBgKAB6DpjTc&num=1&cid=5Gj73AcvchaX0Sk2Vax1A1jT&sig=AOD64_2FGZCri_CXszkF8r8wXWaEq_5dbw&client=ca-pub-9286851348904583&adurl=http://list.qoo10.sg/DynamicAD/40/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%23cna
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/mh370-conspiracy-theories/1113278.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/about-ah-boy-rescue-group/1112518.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/thailand-s-army-declares/1112962.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/entertainment/one-direction-to-play-in/1111852.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/thailand-s-army-declares/1112962.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-blogger-issued/1112102.html
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/live
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/terms
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/privacypolicy
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/aboutmediacorp
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/sport
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/entertainment
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/technology
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/health
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/video
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/photo
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/specialreports
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/archives
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/live
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/videos
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv/schedule
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/weather
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/advertise/onlineadvertising
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/advertise/mobadvertising
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/advertise/tvadvertising
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/advertise/contactsales
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/tv
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/services
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/advertise
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/aboutchannelnewsasia
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/logo
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/coverage
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/ourtagline
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about/contactus
http://www.facebook.com/ChannelNewsAsiaSingapore
http://twitter.com/channelnewsasia
http://www.youtube.com/channelnewsasia
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/mobilenews
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/mobilenews/sms
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/enews
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/rss
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/about
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/lifestyle/global-art-world-arrives/1105894.html#wrapper

